
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes—Tuesday, April 19th meeting 

 

 

On Tuesday, April 19th, 2022 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting in-person and via zoom.  Dan Holt called the 

meeting to order. Members present were Kristi Mayo, Ali Jorn, Nick 

DiBenedetto, and Dan Holt. Staff members present were Eric 

Marshall and Ryan Marcotte.  

 

Park board minutes from the February 15th, 2022 meeting were 

presented, with Kristi Mayo making a motion to approve the corrected 

minutes, and Ali Jorn seconding the motion…the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

Old Business:  

 

Spring Sports: Ryan told the board that there were 258 kids in 

soccer, 93 kids in t-ball, 112 in baseball, 76 in softball, 57 in youth 

pickleball, for a total of 596 kids in spring youth sports. In addition to 

that, there are 112 adults in the adult pickleball league. This means 

that roughly 7% of the city’s population is involved in a Parks and 

Rec activity this spring. 

 

Ryan mentioned that the soccer rules were amended to allow for more 

players on the field, due to the overwhelming response to soccer 

signups. 

 

Ali Jorn briefed the board on the youth pickleball leagues, they play 

on Sunday afternoons and teach the fundamentals of the game in the 

first half, and play in a mini-tournament in the second half of each 

session. Ali also mentioned that there are 8 adults that volunteer their 

time to help teach the children each session. 

 

Eric said that the parks department could not have predicted how 

popular pickleball would grow to become across all age segments.   

 

Irrigation System: Eric reported that the irrigation system would be 

installed on April 25th (project completed 5-13-22 – RM). He 

mentioned that IDL company has started to call in locates for utilities 

on the property.  



  

 

New Business: park maintenance: Eric told the board that there has 

been a lot of maintenance activity in the parks. He said that the siding 

and windows project will start in the next 2 weeks on the old 

firehouse building. He also mentioned that the large tree behind the 

new bathrooms at Lions Park has been removed, as it was causing 

problems on the roof of the firehouse.  

 

Eric said that staff has started spraying for broadleaf in the parks, and 

that field prep was being done daily at the baseball fields. Dan Holt 

asked about the bathrooms at the ballfields, and Eric said that they’ve 

been open since the end of March.  

 

Eric informed the board that a driver crashed off of Interstate 35, and 

through the outfield fence of field #6 at Mack Porter Park. He said 

that the city is working with the Dusty Barham and the driver’s 

insurance to get the fence fixed. 

 

Splash Pad: Eric told the board that staff is preparing to start the 

opening procedures for the splash pad area at the beginning of May. 

He also said that the damaged fixture has been returned and replaced 

at the splash park area. 

 

Land Acquisition: Eric told the board that the proposed new 

pickleball site is nearing design completion and that staff would be 

able to take a design to the school board soon to show them. The 

design would address the drainage issue the high school is having 

behind their baseball field, as well as the actual design for the 

pickleball complex. 

 

Dan asked if the power would be separated off of the school’s meters, 

and Eric and Ryan mentioned that it has been discussed, and that it 

will be discussed further at the preconstruction meeting, whenever it 

happens. 

 

Eric said that the Greenfield property at 19th street and 33 highway has 

been closed on, and is now City of Kearney property.  He mentioned 

that it will be some time before any project materializes, but that it 

was a good first step towards a pool. 

 



  

Amphitheater: Ryan told the board that the board that the parts for 

the underground audio snake are in, and that the new snake should be 

pulled in the next few weeks by city contracted technicians. 

 

Ryan informed the board of the concert dates available at 

Kearneyamphitheater.com. 

 

Dan Holt asked if RoseFest was happening this year, Ryan indicated 

that it was called off for 2022. 

 

Hall Park:  Eric informed the board that Steve Casey with SC 

Planning and Design has been retained to rework the plan for the Hall 

Park design to include a pour-in-place surface for outdoor classes like 

yoga and aerobics. Eric also said that Steve Casey would be assisting 

in grant application preparation for the park project as well. 

 

 

Board Comments- There were no board comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Kristi Mayo and seconded by Ali Jorn to adjourn to Tuesday, 

May 17, 2022. The motion carried. 

 
 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


